312                   THE  ORGANS  OF SPEECH.

after its momentary obstruction flows rather than
bursts out (explodes); the air, therefore, does not follow
the sound with such force or in such quantity as in p.
Then, again, the current of air, being sonant, may be
immediately attached to a vowel. For this purpose the
cavity of the mouth assumes the position necessary for
the formation of the vowel, and the lips are opened at
the moment when the tone is produced; if the tone
commences before the opening takes place, an m is heard
before the &, this being the resonant formed by closure
at the lips. The occlusive b is less short and hard than
the occlusive p9 resembling it, however, in being very
wanting in volume, and in acquiring more sound from
being almost necessarily followed by an explosive &. It
would almost seem as if the occlusive Z> were altogether
without tone, therefore a weak p, and only acquired its
6-character from this attachment to an explosive &.

The origin of / is due to a fricative noise produced
by a current of air escaping through the contracted
opening of the mouth. The small orifice maybe created
by the most different conformation of the lips, an /
ensuing when the lips are rounded and protruded as well
as when they are drawn back and flattened; it can also
be formed by allowing the air to escape through one
angle of the mouth, or, again, firmly closing the central
part of the lips, through both angles. It would be
useless to discuss the characteristics of these unimportant
varieties of/; it will be sufficient to remark that when
the floor of the cavity of the mouth is raised and the
upper lip protruded a clear / is heard ; a somewhat
duller/, on the contrary, when the floor of the cavity of
the mouth is depressed and the lower lip protruded
beyond the upper.

The German w (English v) is due to the same causes